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finger�tips鳐.i
I  lovr  tihati  I  can gerti  on  YouTubr

and  lp鳐tirn  tio  鳐onge鳐  tihati  I  havrn’ti
hra�d 鳐pncr I wa鳐 a chpld.i I lovr tihati
鳐omrbody  鳐omrwhr�r  ha鳐  tiakrn  tihr
tipmr tio ti�an鳐fr� an rntip�r Communp鳐ti-
r�a Bulgea�pan movpr f�om whatirvr� pti鳐
o�pgepnal fo�mati wa鳐 (鳐hrrs鳐kpn, assa�-
rntily) tio a dpgeptial fo�mati and so鳐tird pti
tio tihr pntir�nrti fo� all tio 鳐rr.i (Don’ti a鳐k
mr how I  know tihati  tihp鳐  p鳐  a tihpnge.i
Ju鳐ti tiakr my wo�d fo� pti.i)

And whplr tihp鳐 p鳐 u鳐rful, pti ha鳐 al鳐o
madr tihr wo�ld bo�pnge.i

In tihr old day鳐, pf you dpdn’ti know
whati  tihr  Whole  Earth  Catalog wa鳐,
you had tih�rr chopcr鳐.i

Chopcr #1: A鳐k rvr�yonr you know.i
Thp鳐  p鳐  ba鳐pcally  a  c�as  鳐hooti.i  (Thp鳐
zpnr p鳐 now bannrd pn all Trxa鳐 sublpc
鳐chool鳐 brcau鳐r I madr a geamblpnge �rf-
r�rncr.i6 )

Chopcr #2: Walk tio tihr lpb�a�y and
鳐rr pf pti’鳐 on tihr 鳐hrlvr鳐.i If noti, a鳐k a
lpb�a�pan.i Thr job of a lpb�a�pan p鳐 ba鳐p-
cally tio know how tio find outi anytihpnge
abouti rvr�ytihpnge, 鳐o tihp鳐 p鳐 a fa� brtitir�
brti  tihan  chopcr  #1,  altihougeh  I  can’ti
�rmrmbr�  how  tihry  could  do  tihati
brfo�r tihry had tihr pntir�nrti.i (Actiually,
I  do  �rmrmbr�:  tihry  had  vr�y  wrll-
ti�apnrd mpnd鳐.i)

Chopcr #3: Wapti fo� �andom chancr
tio  d�os tihp鳐  pnfo�matipon pn  you�  las.i
Thp鳐  p鳐  al鳐o  a  c�as  鳐hooti,  buti  otihr�,
so鳐鳐pbly  mo�r  pntir�r鳐tipnge  o�  u鳐rful
pnfo�matipon may d�os pn you� las 鳐pm-
sly brcau鳐r you a�r saypnge atitirntipon.i

All  of  tihr鳐r tihpnge鳐 �rqup�r  you tio
say  atitirntipon.i  I  hatir  tio  鳐ound  all

hpssy-dpssy abouti pti, buti you do actiu-
ally havr tio br pn tiunr wptih 鳐omronr
rl鳐r brcau鳐r whatirvr� pnfo�matipon you
gerti  p鳐  geopnge  tio  br  drlpvr�rd  鳐yn-
ch�onou鳐ly.i Rrmrmbr� whrn an oldr�
�rlatipvr  (tihati’鳐  you I’m tialkpnge abouti
Aunti  Edna)  would  lrctiu�r  you  and
you� ryr鳐 would gelazr ovr� and tihry’d
鳐las you on tihr 鳐pdr of tihr hrad3  and
鳐c�ram  “A�r  you  saypnge  atitirntipon?”
Thati’鳐  brcau鳐r  tihry  wr�r  ti�ypnge  tio
drlpvr� pnfo�matipon 鳐ynch�onou鳐ly, and
you had tiunrd outi.i If tihry had w�ptitirn
tihr pnfo�matipon down, pti wouldn’ti mati-
tir�, brcau鳐r tihati’鳐 a鳐ynch�onou鳐 drlpv-
r�y.i  Buti  pti’鳐  鳐plly  tio  w�ptir  鳐omrtihpnge
down pf you’�r botih pn tihr 鳐amr �oom.i
Ju鳐ti 鳐ay pti.i And tihrn lp鳐tirn.i

Buti  tihr  pntir�nrti  p鳐  all  a鳐ynch�o-
nou鳐  pnfo�matipon  rxchanger  now.i  Thr
only  tipmr  you gerti  鳐ynch�onou鳐  pnfo�-
matipon  rxchanger  p鳐  whrn  you  o�dr�
鳐omrtihpnge  and  pti  dor鳐n’ti  a��pvr  and
you havr tio wapti tio chati wptih “tihr nrxti
avaplablr cu鳐tiomr� 鳐r�vpcr �rs�r鳐rntia-
tipvr”  and tihati’鳐  a  tir��pblr  rxsr�prncr
tihati  rvr�ybody  hatir鳐,  pncludpnge  tihr
nrxti avaplablr cu鳐tiomr� 鳐r�vpcr �rs�r-
鳐rntiatipvr, buti tihati’鳐 tihrp� lpfr, and pti’鳐
now,  assa�rntily,  al鳐o  you�鳐,  brcau鳐r
brfo�r tioo longe wr’ll all rnd us brpnge
tihr  nrxti  avaplablr  cu鳐tiomr�  鳐r�vpcr
�rs�r鳐rntiatipvr.i Wr u鳐rd tio gerti fiftirrn
mpnutir鳐 of famr rach, buti tihr wo�ld p鳐
b�okrn now and  tihp鳐  p鳐  whati  wr  gerti
pn鳐tirad.i

Wr  now lpvr  pn  a  wo�ld  pn  whpch
anybody can find outi s�rtitiy much any-
tihpnge.i No comslapnti鳐 tihr�r.i Ju鳐ti tiysr
and clpck.i No lpb�a�pan鳐 nrrdrd.i
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ou鳐ly could noti affo�d.i Mo鳐ti of pti could
br  tih�own  away  and  �rslacrd  wptih
rmstiy  boxr鳐 and  I  doubti  my motihr�
would notipcr.i

What you possess also possesses you.

On tihr otihr� hand, I havr brrn ti�y-
pnge tio �pd my鳐rlf  of a鳐 much 鳐tiuff  a鳐
so鳐鳐pblr.i  A  �rcrnti  food  pn  a  鳐tio�ager
unpti whr�r  I  krsti  mo鳐ti of  my tihpnge鳐
whplr  I  wa鳐  pn  a  ti�an鳐ptio�y  鳐tiatir
s�ovrd tio mr tihati  tihp鳐  p鳐  so鳐鳐pblr.i  A
tihp�d of my book collrctipon, numr�ou鳐
mrmrntio鳐,  鳐omr  datipnge  back  tio  my
chpldhood, bpti鳐 and bob鳐 of fo�mr� lpvr鳐
and lovr鳐—all geonr pn onr frll 鳐woos.i

I  dpd  noti  wanti  tio 鳐ay geood-byr  tio
tiho鳐r tihpnge鳐.i Buti I had tio.i

Aftir� all, tihry a�r mr�rly things.i

What you possess also possesses you.

Iti’鳐 ti�ur tihati 鳐omr of tihr鳐r tihpnge鳐
�rmpndrd mr of sroslr I’vr known and
lovrd, sroslr I’vr lovrd and lo鳐ti.i Mrm-
o�pr鳐 of brtitir� tipmr鳐, of brtitir� day鳐.i I
can hange on tio tiho鳐r tihpnge鳐 tihr 鳐amr
way I can hange on tio tiho鳐r mrmo�pr鳐,
buti  nonr  of  tihr鳐r  tihpnge鳐  wpll  b�pnge
tiho鳐r  momrnti鳐  back.i  Nonr  of  tiho鳐r
tihpnge鳐 wpll b�pnge tiho鳐r sroslr back.i

Why  bu�drn  my鳐rlf  wptih  things?
Thr mo�r bu�drnrd I am wptih tihpnge鳐,
tihr lr鳐鳐 ablr I am tio ca��y tihr鳐r mrm-
o�pr鳐,  tihr  lr鳐鳐  ablr  I  am tio  focu鳐 on
whati  p鳐  pmso�tianti  �pgehti  hr�r,  �pgehti
now.i

Whati,  aftir� all,  p鳐  a human brpnge
buti a walkpnge fr鳐hbage of mrmo�pr鳐?

Thr  mo�r  shy鳐pcal  tihpnge鳐  I  ca��y
wptih mr, lpkr onr of tiho鳐r c�ab鳐 tihati
camoufager  tihrm鳐rlvr鳐  by  atitiachpnge
all mannr� of odd tihpnge鳐 tio tihrp� back,
tihr lr鳐鳐 鳐ti�rngetih and rnr�gey I havr fo�
ca��ypnge  tihr  mo�r  pmso�tianti  tihpnge鳐.i
In 鳐omr way鳐, modr�n tirchnologey ha鳐
brrn  hrlsful.i  I  don’ti  nrrd  tio  ca��y
a�ound VHS tiasr鳐 of  all  my favo�ptir
movpr鳐,  o�  hravy  vpnyl  �rco�d鳐  of  all
my  favo�ptir  mu鳐pc.i  Tho鳐r  tihpnge鳐  a�r
ra鳐ply  convr�tird  tio  a  dpgeptial  fo�mati,
and a鳐 longe a鳐 I havr a mpc�o SD ca�d
of 鳐ufficprnti 鳐pzr and a drvpcr casablr
of slaypnge tihrm, I 鳐hould br all �pgehti.i

In tihr longe �un, rvrn tihati dor鳐n’ti
matitir�, tihougeh.i

Thati I oncr ownrd and lovrd a sa�-
tipcula� book o� movpr o� album p鳐 noti
nra�ly a鳐 pmso�tianti a鳐 tihr mrmo�pr鳐 I
havr  abouti  tihati  sa�tipcula�  book  o�
movpr o� album.i And tiho鳐r mrmo�pr鳐
a�r 鳐ti�pctily analogeur.i Brcau鳐r human鳐
a�r  noti  tirlrsatihpc,  otihr�  human鳐—
futiu�r  human鳐  pn  sa�tipcula�—wpll
nrrd tio drsrnd on tihr wo�d鳐 I u鳐r tio
dr鳐c�pbr  tiho鳐r  mrmo�pr鳐.i  Ati  鳐omr
sopnti, tihr rnr�gey satitir�n鳐 pn my b�apn
tihati �rco�d tiho鳐r mrmo�pr鳐 wpll cra鳐r
tio  rxp鳐ti.i  All  tihati  wpll  br  lrfti  a�r  my
wo�d鳐.i

Tho鳐r  wo�d鳐  wpll  fall  fa�  鳐ho�ti  of
tihr  tia鳐k  tihry  havr  brrn  gepvrn.i  Buti
tihry wpll havr tio do.i

So I’vr brrn gepvpnge us 鳐tiuff.i A loti of
my 鳐tiuff p鳐 now rlrcti�onpc, and whati I
can’ti �rducr tio an rlrcti�onpc fo�m, I’vr
�rducrd tio a鳐 much of a shy鳐pcal fo�m
a鳐  so鳐鳐pblr.i  I’vr  whptitilrd  down  my
book collrctipon (and wpll contipnur tio do
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鳐hp�ti 鳐hos.i Thr 鳐hp�ti 鳐hos (whpch may
havr  actiually  brrn  pti鳐  actiual  namr
—“Thr Shp�ti  Shos”—and pf  pti wa鳐n’ti,
pti drfinptirly 鳐hould havr brrn brcau鳐r,
ageapn,  ma�krtipnge  p鳐  鳐omrtipmr鳐  tihp鳐
fuckpnge 鳐pmslr)  had a numbr� of dpf-
fr�rnti  dr鳐pgen鳐  on  tihr  wall,  and  you
could havr tihrm s�pntird on any 鳐pzr o�
colo� 鳐hp�ti you wantird.i Iti wa鳐 kpnd of
lpkr tihr 鳐hp�ti dp鳐slay pn FYE, buti wptih
a chopcr of colo�鳐.i

In  �ralptiy,  tihr鳐r  wr�r  ju鳐ti  hrati-
ti�an鳐fr�鳐: dr鳐pgen鳐 鳐c�rrn-s�pntird ontio
hpgeh-qualptiy wax sasr� and 鳐tio�rd pn
tihr back.i You spckrd outi a dr鳐pgen and
a 鳐hp�ti colo� and a 鳐hp�ti 鳐pzr, and tihr
clr�k  ge�abbrd  tihati  dr鳐pgen  and  tihati
鳐hp�ti  and  suti  tihr  tiwo  tiogertihr�  pn  a
hrati ti�an鳐fr� machpnr (p.ir.i, a bpge s�r鳐鳐
tihati geoti hoti) and vopla—you havr a ti-
鳐hp�ti.i Iti wa鳐 ba鳐pcally ju鳐ti a fancy vr�-
鳐pon  of  p�on-on鳐  (�rmrmbr�  tiho鳐r?),
notihpnge  fancy,  ju鳐ti  tiho鳐r  tihpnge鳐  tihr
zrptigerp鳐ti of tihr tipmr found tio br cool.i

I �rmrmbr� 鳐tiandpnge tihr�r, 鳐tia�pnge
us ati all tihr cool dr鳐pgen鳐, and tihpnkpnge
tihati whrn I wa鳐 ge�own us (p.ir.i,  fou�-
tirrn yra�鳐  old  o�  鳐o)  and had a �ral
job, I would comr pn and buy mo鳐ti of
tiho鳐r 鳐hp�ti鳐.i

Thr p�ony p鳐 tihati I can’ti �rmrmbr�
any  of  tiho鳐r  cool  dr鳐pgen鳐  鳐avr  onr
(whpch  �rfr�rncrd  tiwo  sroslr  havpnge
鳐rx pn tihr bu鳐hr鳐 and had tihr tiagelpnr
“How  do  you  鳐srll  �rlprf?  S-E-X.i”—a
nod  tio  tihr  Rolapd鳐  advr�tip鳐pnge  cam-
sapgen of tihr tipmr).i

(Al鳐o,  tirn-yra�-old  mr  assa�rntily
had 鳐omr s�rtitiy hpgeh hosr鳐 and a鳐sp-
�atipon鳐 fo� fou�tirrn-yra�-old mr.i)

Movpnge on…
Ati  tihr  co�nr�  whr�r  tihp鳐  co��pdo�

mrti tihr mapn mall wa鳐 a 鳐tio�r callrd
“Accrnti”.i  Iti  鳐old  鳐mrlly18  tihpnge鳐—
鳐oas鳐 and candlr鳐 and batih 鳐alti鳐 (and
s�obably a loti of otihr� ptirm鳐 tihati I’vr
fo�geotitirn abouti,  鳐adly,  brcau鳐r  I  lpkr
鳐mrllpnge tihpnge鳐) and pti wa鳐 al鳐o full of
gela鳐鳐  dp鳐slay ca鳐r鳐.i  Iti  wa鳐  fancy and
tihr kpnd of slacr tihati would no�mally
rjrcti a tirn-yra�-old boy who wa鳐 tihr�r
on hp鳐 own and noti on a lra鳐h, buti tihr
ownr� wa鳐 an oldr� Latipna lady who
wa鳐 f�prnd鳐 wptih my mom, and I wa鳐
alway鳐 wrlcomrd wptih osrn a�m鳐 (and
oftirn candy) a鳐 longe a鳐 I s�omp鳐rd tio
only 鳐mrll tihpnge鳐 and noti tio tiouch any-
tihpnge.i I admpti, whrn you’�r tirn yra�鳐
old and tip�rd of brpnge a�ound �rdwood
all day, pti’鳐 npcr tio geo 鳐omrwhr�r tihati
鳐mrll鳐  鳐ti�ongely  of  鳐omrtihpnge  otihr�
tihan �rdwood.i

I can’ti �rmrmbr� tihr namr of tihr
lady  who  ownrd  pti,  altihougeh I  think
(and tihp鳐 may rntip�rly br a figemrnti of
my pmagepnatipon) 鳐hr had 鳐omr daugeh-
tir�鳐 pn tihrp� 20鳐 o� ra�ly 30鳐 who so鳐p-
tipvrly dotird on mr.i (Thati candy had tio
comr  f�om  鳐omrwhr�r,  aftir�  all.i)  I
can’ti  �rmrmbr�  fo�  鳐u�r,  buti  whrn I
tihpnk of tihati slacr, I �rmrmbr� brpnge
cuddlrd, and whrn you’�r tirn yra�鳐 old
and 鳐mall and b�own and you� wo�ld p鳐
al鳐o 鳐mall, brpnge cuddlrd by 鳐omronr
who p鳐 undr�  no oblpgeatipon tio  cuddlr
you p鳐 a wondr�ful tihpnge.i

Whati’鳐 cool p鳐 tihati I can geo tio tihr
mall  now,  and walk pntio  a slacr lpkr
Batih and Body Wo�k鳐 o� tihr  Yankrr
Candlr 鳐tio�r (o� rvrn tihr pncrn鳐r-fillrd
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cultiu�al ass�os�patipon 鳐tio�r) and catich
a whpff of a 鳐oas o� lotipon o� candlr o�
whatirvr�  tihati  �rmpnd鳐  mr  of  tihati
鳐tio�r, and fo� tihr b�prfr鳐ti pn鳐tianti, I am
ti�an鳐so�tird  back  tio  tihati  sopnti  pn
鳐sacr-tipmr, and I can �rmrmbr� brpnge
wrlcomrd and cuddlrd and brpnge gepvrn
candy  fo�  no  geood �ra鳐on and  rvr�y-
tihpnge p鳐 �pgehti wptih tihr wo�ld.i Iti’鳐 only
fo� a 鳐slpti 鳐rcond, buti 鳐omrtipmr鳐 tihati’鳐
rnougeh  tio  gerti  mr  tih�ougeh  my  day.i
(Somrtipmr鳐,  buti  noti  oftirn.i  Cr�tiapnly
noti oftirn rnougeh.i)

Now wr nrrd tio tialk abouti s�rtizrl鳐.i
Wr had a 鳐tio�r ati Soutihland Mall

—a  kiosk,  actiually—callrd Hoti Sam’鳐
tihati 鳐old hoti s�rtizrl鳐.i A鳐 I �rcall, you
could  gerti  tihrm  wptih  鳐alti  o�  wptihouti
鳐alti (whpch p鳐 c�azy—s�rtizrl鳐 wptihouti
鳐alti  a�r 鳐pmsly tir��pblr) and tihr only
accomsanpmrnti鳐 wr�r chrr鳐r, �rgeula�
mu鳐tia�d, o� fancy mu鳐tia�d (whpch may
havr brrn Dpjon mu鳐tia�d, o� may noti
havr rvrn brrn a �ral tihpnge tihati I am
mp鳐�rmrmbr�pnge).i

You can geoogelr Hoti Sam’鳐.i Thr�r p鳐
a Wpkpsrdpa a�tipclr whpch dor鳐n’ti do pti
ju鳐tipcr, brcau鳐r hoti s�rtizrl鳐 f�om Hoti
Sam’鳐 wr�r righteous.i

I don’ti �rmrmbr� how much tiho鳐r
s�rtizrl鳐  co鳐ti.i  I  do  �rmrmbr� brgegepnge
my motihr� fo� copn鳐 tio buy onr, 鳐o I’m
s�rtitiy 鳐u�r tihry wr�r undr� a dolla�.i I
�rmrmbr� offr�pnge tio b�pnge onr tio hr�
pf only 鳐hr would gepvr mr tihr monry tio
buy tiwo of tihrm.i I �rmrmbr� tihpnkpnge
tihati mu鳐tia�d on a hoti s�rtizrl wa鳐 dp鳐-
geu鳐tipnge untipl I actiually ti�prd pti, and ati
tihr ager of npnr, tihp鳐 wa鳐 my vr�y fi�鳐ti
OMGWTFBBQ momrnti.i

Hoti Sam’鳐 wa鳐 geood.i And pti’鳐 geonr.i
I’vr ti�prd otihr� hoti s�rtizrl鳐 (Ta�gerti

ha鳐  hoti  s�rtizrl鳐  on  occa鳐pon,  Auntipr
Annr’鳐  p鳐  all  abouti  tihr  hoti  s�rtizrl鳐),
buti  tihry suti  鳐o  much 鳐ugea�  pn tihrp�
dougeh tihati pti’鳐 mo�r lpkr ratipnge a s�rti-
zrl-鳐hasrd  dougehnuti,  whpch  p鳐  antip-
tihrtipcal  tio  tihr  vr�y pdra of  a s�rtizrl
(and al鳐o tio a dougehnuti).i P�rtizrl鳐 a�r
mranti  tio  br  savory—hrncr,  鳐alti  and
mu鳐tia�d.i

(I could w�ptir an rntip�r book abouti
tihr  human  �acr’鳐  lovr  affap�  wptih
鳐wrrtinr鳐鳐,  whpch  I  find  dp鳐geu鳐tipnge
whrn pti c�rrs鳐 us pn tihpnge鳐—lpkr s�rti-
zrl鳐—whr�r pti ha鳐 no bu鳐pnr鳐鳐 brpnge,
and  r鳐srcpally  abouti  tihr  Amr�pcan
鳐ub-鳐srcpr鳐’鳐 tia鳐tir fo� pti, buti 鳐omrbody
rl鳐r  s�obably ha鳐.i  You can geoogelr  pti.i
Lrti’鳐 movr alonge.i Nrxti 鳐lpdr slra鳐r.i)

Thp鳐 mall wa鳐 full of 鳐tio�r鳐, buti fo�
now, I can only �rmrmbr� tiwo otihr�鳐:
Brn F�anklpn and Stirkrtirr’鳐.i

Brn  F�anklpn  wa鳐  a  chapn  鳐tio�r
tihati  mo鳐tily  鳐old  c�afti-�rlatird  ptirm鳐.i
Thr�r wa鳐 onr pn Paw Paw (tihr tiown
whr�r  my  mom  u鳐rd  tio  wo�k;  tirn
mplr鳐 away f�om my homrtiown) and a鳐
a chpld I 鳐srnti a loti of tipmr tihr�r wptih
hr� pn tihr ba鳐rmrnti lookpnge ati clotih-
pnge satitir�n鳐 and fab�pc鳐, and brpnge a
satitir�n-and-fab�pc-frtichpnge monkry fo�
my motihr�.i Whati I mapnly �rmrmbr�
abouti tihr Brn F�anklpn pn Soutihland
Mall p鳐 tihati my fatihr� bougehti mr my
fi�鳐ti  ba鳐rball  gelovr  tihr�r.i  (Drtiapl鳐:  pti
wa鳐 on an rndcas, pti wa鳐 madr of sla鳐-
tipc17 , and pti wa鳐 on 鳐alr.i Al鳐o, hr may
havr  brrn  鳐lpgehtily  pnrb�patird  ati  tihr
tipmr.i)  Thr  lpgehti鳐  pn  tihati  鳐tio�r  wr�r
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